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SIXPENCE 


Gilbert Talbot's Grave іп 1927. 


PROLOGUE: THE WAR YEARS 
1915 


Сиверт Тат.вот, Lt., Rifle Brigade, youngest son of Bishop Talbot of Winchester, left a career of 
brilliant promise unfulfilled when he fell in the Ypres Salient on July 30, 1015--іп the counter-attack at 
Hooge following the first liquid fire assault of the War. A few months later, on December 11, the House 
opened in Poperinghe, six miles west of Ypres, which was destined to carry his name and the spirit of his 
generation right round the world. When Toc Н pilgrims to Flanders, long afterwards, visited Gilbert 
Talbot's resting place in Sanctuary Wood, they found that two of the temporary wooden crosses of the 
War Graves Commission had been accidentally so planted on his grave as to form the Double Cross of Ypres, 
the familiar symbol of Toc H. And behind it, separated only by a low barrier, the fresh corn of Peace-time 

was springing. Let this bea parable. (PLATE I) 
. . ж 

Тл:вот House from the first was the peculiar creation of its “ Innkeeper,” Риплр THoMAs BYARD 
CLAYTON, М.С., C.F., universally known then, as now, as TUBBY. The free and joyful life he inspired there, 
shared equally by officers and men, was destined to be found again in wider fields after the War. Then, 

as now, Tubby taught men that the hand of God was over it all. (PLATE II) 
1916 


The Ото House itself stood іп the Rue de l'Hopital, one of the busiest streets of Poperinghe. Its life 
culminated in the hop-loft, the Upper Itoom under the rafters, where an old Carpenter's Bench, enriched 
by many gifts from serving men, was used as the altar of the Divine Carpenter. This Chapel was fitted 
up in the loft by soldiers early іп 1916, after a temporary sojourn on the landing below. (PLATE III) 

1917 


At no time did Talbot House mean more to the troops than in the winter of 1917, when the agony of 
Passchendacle went on month by month and the soldier had begun to have misgivings about a campaign 
apparently interminable. (PLATE IV) 
1918 


The story of г918 іп the Ypres Salient, as everywhere on ihe Western Lront during the enemy's last 
desperate assault, can never find adequate words, but the line on Ше map which marks the beleaguerment 
of Ypres 1s eloquent to anyone who was on the ground in those days. On April 14, after three months' 
service, Little Talbot House in Ypres, а“ daughter ” of the Poperinghe House, had to be evacuated (the 
picture shows its condition when restoration work was begun upon it in 1920); and on Мау 21, Whit- 

Tuesday, Talbot House itself was ordered by the authorities to close its doors. (PLATE V) 
ENVOI 

Тһе Post-War Pilgrim returning to Poperinghe nowadays is sometimes permitted to stand—-or kneel 
--іп the dismantled Upper Room of Talbot House. It is a look-out tower into all the world. The Secret 
wbich is at the heart of Toc H was once made known here to шапу--апа yet how few they were compared 
with those who, from first to last, shall possess it! And how many are those who have only seen the 
Upper Room in their mind's eye, and who shall never set foot upon its crazy floor, and yet who feel they 

know it like their own home! (PLATE VI) 


PLATE 1 THE YEAR 1915 
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1915 ONWARDS 
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From thc drawing by Prof. W 


PLATE III THE YEAR 1916 
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Here is a quiet room ! m 


Pause for a little space ; Н ш> 
And in the deepening gloom СТІ ІІ) 


With hands before thy face, <<5 РЕР] МС Ys | 
Pray for God's grace. 1 
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TALBOT HOUSE,POPERINGHE 


PLATE IV 


THE YEAR 1917 
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PLATE V THE YEAR 1918 
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LITTLE TALBOT House, YPRES 
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PLATE УІ 
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TALBOT House: FLANDERS AND LONDON. From the First Annual Repor! of Toc H 


“ Poperinghe to Trafalgar Square ” : a Dream 


“ Depose Nelson, remove the column, ungum the lions, deduct the fountains, wash out the National 
Gallery, and cease to visualise Whitehall; then roll the surface flat (except for execrable pave), and, 
with these trifling alterations, Trafalgar Square becomes the Grande Place of Poperinghe . . . 

“ What then is to happen to the fellowship of Talbot House? It is plainly too great to lose. Its lovers 
have a dream of finding some house—-say in Duncannon Street (Trafalgar Square)—a difficult task; nd 
the rent thereof a task not less difficult ; of hoisting the old signboard there and taking the consequences. 
„ be Our fancy leads us to a cosy house with a good A.B.C. downstairs, and, upstairs, lecture-r ms, 
library, games-rooms and ' grousing ' rooms, together with a London Territorial ‘Lethe’ chamber, where 


warlike reminiscences may merge wholly into imaginative art. . . . Its membership (at ros. shall we 
say ?) would be the 4,000 already on the Communicants Roll of the Old House (of whom some 500 are in 
London), reinforced from the Civil Service and Territorial world. . . . Aninn without beds is like a song 


without a chorus, therefore we must have a hostel in our hostelry ; for in London men are even more 
homeless than they were in Flanders. The only financial detail yet decided upon is that, when the water- 
rate question becomes acute, we are going to draw water in a dixie from the fountains in the Square. You 
see, we are practical prophets,and the smallest detail is thus completely envisaged." — Tubby in St. Martin's 
Messenger (the old news-sheet of St. Martin-in-the- Fields), April, 1919. 


THE YEAR 1919 PLATE VIII 
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KNUTSFORD PRISON AND ITS INMATES: THE ORDINATION TEST SCHOOL. 


“ First there is a sentence of six months’ hard labour to run; shades of the prison-house begin to 
close about Talbot House and its dramatis personz—in other words, the Service Candidates’ School, 
now opening іп Knutsford Prison, is too great a harvest to admit other sowing уей.”--5/. Martin's 
Messenger, April, 1919. (“Тһе whole scheme for service candidates originated in Talbot House, 
and some 200 of the original candidates enlisted there . . . to-day over 2,000 officers and men are 
candidates for preliminary training and selection."— Tales of Talbot House, 1919.) 


PLATE IX THE YEAR 1920 


On November 15, 1919, Tubby came to London from Knutsford for the first 
meeting of the Toc H Committce at 40, Great Smith Street. In February, 
1920, he started in a tour-roomed flat at 36, Red Lion Square. In March he 
launched his first appeal and opened Mark I at 8, Queen's Gate Place. In 
May, Mark I moved to 23, Queen’s Gate Gardens (he is scen above arriving on 
the “ staff саг” of the period); the Carpenter's Bench and the other furniture 
of the Upper Room at Poperinghe were once more used for the Chapel. 


THE YEAR 1920 PLATE X 
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SOME OF THE PERSONS ог THE Toc Н DRAMA IN 1920. 


A caricature by J. B. Melhuish from The Christinas Spirit, the 1920 Toc Н Annual, the Editor of 
which was Stuart Sheppard (above—now Chelsea Branch). “Shi” (above) was first Warden of 
Mark I, where '* Mus " wasone of the hostellers. “Тһе Gen.," seen wearing a favourite German 
hat, was "Major Domo," with Sam Pickles (now on the professional stage) backing him. 


PLATE XI THE YEAR 1921 


Randall, Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted by Tubby, is seen' 

on the balcony of Mark II on June 17, 1921, unveiling the old), 

signboard from Talbot House, Poperinghe. Beside him, to the 

left, stand '' Reggie ” May (later Chairman of Toc H Executive) 
and Lord Salisbury (a Trustee of Toc H). 


The old Sign on view at a garden fete. Three Toc H members, 
in fancy dress, are seen chatting with the Prince of Wales, in 
uniform? (the earliest picture of him in connection with Toc Н). 


THE YEAR 1921 PLATE XII 
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Tue BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL “ ROUND ROBIN,” 1921 


At the Birthday gathering, held on December 15 at Grosvenor House (since demolished) in Park Lane 
а“ Round Robin," measuring over two {eet square, was signed by all present, including Prince Henry 
(see centre, below inscription), who represented the Prince of Wales, at that time travelling overseas. 
The central inscription reads: Address to be угай at the Centenary family party of Toc Н on the fifteenth 
day of December, A.D. 2015: Whereas it is as unlikely that we shall be able to join your festivities as that you 
will join ours to-night, we indite this Round Robin to you. Not knowing you, we have the Utmost Confidence 
in you, and trust that our Sentiments are reciprocated on the same terms towards all those whose signatures 
ауе attached—with the inevitable exception of those whose names have plagued you in your History Books. 
But like all great causes, Toc Н is similar to Ше“ Wood ” in “Alice " where names of persons are lost. To 
be serious in a document of this character would be unconvincing in the last degree. We will therefore content 
ourselves with wishing you all Many Happy Returns of the Day and remaining your obedient ancestors in Toc Н. 


PLATE XIII THE YEAR 1922 


In August, 108 members of Тос Н and L.W.HM. made their pilgrimage to Germany to 
witness that true drama of Divine reconciliation, the Oberammergau Passion Play. The party— 
a wonderful mixture, ranging from an elderly Durham miner to young Winchester scholars—is 
seen in the upper picture during a halt at Cologne. (Next to Tubby—seated, to the left of 
centre—sits the Town Major of Cologne, Higgon, now Area Secretary of Toc H Wales.) In the 
1 ower picture Anton Lang, the Christus of the play, converses with Barkis, leader of the party. 


THE YEAR 1922 PLATE XIV 
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For GUILDHALL EM НЕМ. 
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DESIGN FOR THE FIRST CEREMONY OF '' LIGHT ” 


In May, 1922, the “ Lamp of Maintenance " as the symbol of Toc Н 
was first mooted, and in October the words of the Ceremony of “ Light ” 
were first published іп the Toc Н Journat. The ceremony was first 
performed at the Birthday Festival on December 15, at the Guildhall, 
London, when the Prince of Wales lit the Lamps of the first forty Branches. 
Several designs for the ceremony were prepared beforehand, and the 
drawing here reproduced was an anticipation of the Guildhallas it would 
appear when the command “Light!” was given for the first time in 
Тос H history: the formation actually adopted is shown in the next 
picture. (The Rushlight—see drawing at side—was introduced in 1925 
as the symbol of a Group of Toc H, to be used with the same ritual.) 
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PLATE XV 


GUILDHALL, DECEMBER 15, 1922. 


The scene when H.R.H. the Patron took his place on 
the platform, The Lamps of the first forty Branches, 
accompanied each by its casket-bearer and standard- 
bearer, are ranged in a hollow square on the stage; 
a guard of honour of the АП Hallows' troop of Scouts 
(the Lord Mayor's Own) and the Standards of Ypres 
and Poperinghe occupy the centre; the Lamps of 
19 Public Schools face the platform (in foreground). 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales stands in the centre 
with Tubby, Shiner and Sir Godfrey Thomas behind 
him; оп his right stand the Lord Mayor of 
London, the Burgomaster of Ypres (M. Colaert) and 
Peter Моше (just become Hon. Administrator) ; on his 
left, Lord Salisbury (Trustee), the Burgomaster of 
Poperinghe, and Alec Paterson (Chairman, Central 
Executive). The white crosses on the floor indicate 
the positions in which Lamp, Casket and Banner, 
approaching the Prince of Wales simultaneously from 
left and right, halted for the Lamp lighting. (The 
Sketch аё? һе side shows a Lamp of Maintenance 
standing on its casket.) 


THE YEAR 1922 


THE YEAR 1922 PLATE XVI 
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On December 15, 1922, at 6 p.m., Tubby was inducted as Vicar of All Hallows’ 
Barking-by-the-Tower (“ Berkyngechirche " in some old records); an hour later 
the Birthday Thanksgiving was held there. All Hallows has increasingly become 
a central shrine of Toc H, a place of pilgrimage for members from all parts of the 
world, a power house of Toc H inspiration and service. Many chief symbols of 
Toc H—the Prince’s Lamp, the Forster Memorial for the Elder Brethren, Gilbert 
Talbot’s grave-cross, Edmund Street's sword—are kept in the Cœur de Lion Chapel 
on the north side of the church, a chapel standing near the site of the chantry 
founded by Richard I, where he expressed a wish (unfulfilled) that his heart 
should be buried—Cor Ricardi. Cor Leonis, the heart of Richard, heart of a lion. 


PLATE XVII THE YEAR 1922 
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THE Prince's Lamp, borne by Tubby himself at the Guildhall, was given by 
H.R.H. the Patron “іп memory of his friends." First lit by him, its flame has been 
transferred year by year to every new Lamp in the world. It was deposited, after the 
ceremony in 1922, on the tomb of Sir John Croke (1477) in Al! Hallows, where ever 
since it has remained lighted. The casket of gilded bronze, enamel and painted glass 
which enshrines it was made in 1923 and unveiled by the Prince at the Birthday 

Thanksgiving in that year. 


THE YEAR 1922 PLATE XVIII 


WPA LEAL 


Mark IV. (Manchester), the first Toc H House outside 
London, held its house-warming on April 29, 1922, with Padre 
Pat Leonard іп charge. In September, Mark V (Southampton), 
a most generous gift resulting from an answer to a newspaper 
advertisement, was made over to Toc Н and was opened in 

the following year. 


PLATE XIX THE YEAR 1923 
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The year 1923 was remarkable for the growth of Toc H houses. 
Mark VII (London) was open very early in the year; Mark VI 
(Birmingham—open as a “‘hostel*’ in March) became a Mark in 
May; Mark VIII (Sheffield) was opened in June; Mark ІХ 
(Bristol) in August; Mark X (Hull)in October. On November 
24, Mark XI (Leicester), the foundation of which had been care- 
fully prepared by ''Sawbones,'" was officially opened; and on 
New Year's Eve, Mark XII (Halifax) held its housewarming. 
(The Swindon House, opened as a hostel in March, 1923, did not 
become Mark XVI until 1925.) 


THE YEAR 1923 PLATE XX 
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In November, 1923, the first Toc Н House overseas—Mark I (C) was reported 
open at 11, Kennedy Street, Winnipeg. 


ANDORRA, SUMMER 1923. 
In August a party of 20 members, ied by 
Tubby and Вагкіѕ scrambled over [the 
Pyrenees into the Republic of Andorra. 
Tubby is here seen disguised as, an old 
Catalan lady. 


PLATE XXI THE YEAR 1924 
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THE TREE or Тос Н Ат Home IN 1924, WITH ITS 75 BRANCHES AND 44 Groups. 


“ On looking at the December number of our Jounwar, I find a very happy representation of 
Toc H as a Christmas Тгес, with its candles and branches and roots spreading out all over the country. 
The image I have of Toc Н in my mind is that of a green tree. А living, growing trce means youth, 
and trees must be tended as youth must be served. But we of Toc H would sooner say that Youth 
must serve." — H.R.H. the Prince of Wales at the Birthday Festival, December 13, 1924. 
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THE YEAR 1925 
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in the United States and Ca 


y and Pat left England in Febru 
Ceylon and India, and returned home via Jerusalem 


PLATE XXIII THE YEAR 1925 
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On February 4, Tubby and Pat set sail on their world tour. 
Tubby, еп route for Southampton on the previous day, is here 
seen at Waterloo Station with “Тһе Gen." (Arthur Pettifer, 
late Pte., the Buffs; a Vice-President of Toc H.), who has 
бееп with him since the earliest days of Talbot House. 


The Pilgrims (Tubby in centre, Pat Leonard on his left), with 
Herbert Cawley (Padre of Toc Н, Canada, now at Grantham) 
and Canadian members at Mark 1(С), Winnipeg, in March. 


THE YEAR 1925 


THE LIGHTING OF THE FORSTER LAMP FOR AUSTRALIA. 


Tubby and Pat arrived home from their world mission in time for thc 
Birthday Festival on December 19, where they received a tremendous 
welcome. It was extraordinarily appropriate that Lord l'orster, Governor- 
General of Australia, whose invitation to start Toc Н“ down under” 
had been the prime cause of their journey, was able to be present. The 
supreme moment (shown in this picture) of the Lamplighting was, when 
Lord Forster knelt Ъсїоге the Prince of Wales to have his Lamp lit in 
memory of his own two sons killed in action. This, the “ Parent Lamp” 
of Australia Toc H,now burns perpetuallyin Newcastle Cathedral, N.S.W. 
(See plate XXV). In this year the Rushlight was first given to Groups 
as their symbol, and some of these, together with Lamps of old Branches, 
are seen, already lit, at the back of the platform. Оп the tiers which 
rise behind them the Banners of Branches and Groups are posted. At 
either corner of the stage the Standards of Ypres and Poperinghe are 
guarded by Territorials and Chelsea Pensioners. 


PLATE XXIV 
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Australia 


PLATE XXV THE YEAR 192е 


Up to 1926 there was but one unit of Тос Н іп South Africa. 

The long visit об“ Uncle " Harry and Mrs. Ellison (here seen 

landing in Capetown) resulted in this year in the most rapid 

growth in Toc H history in South Africa and Rhodesia. At 

the Birthday Festival six Lamps were lit for thefive Provinces 
of the Union of South Africa and for Rhodesia. 


On September 30, 1926, the Forster Lamp’ together with the 

Rushlights of 22 Australian Groups) was lit in Newcastle 

Cathedral, N.S.W., and placed in a casket in the Warrior's 

Chapel. The bronze figure of Alfred Forster lies before it. 

(This is а replica of the monument dedicated in All Hallows 
Church on April 7, 1927 ) 


''HE YEAR 1926 PLATE XXVI 
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HERBERT FLEMING, Опе of the most beloved figures and wisest counsellors in 

the history of Тос Н, died suddenly on November 17, 1926, while watching 

the Rugby match between the R.M.A., Woolwich (where he was long chaplain) 

and the R.M.C., Sandhurst. Пе was the first Hon. Administrative Padre of 

Тос Н. А Silver Lamp to his memory was lit by H.R.H. the Patron іп 1926, 
and «dedicated in the Chapel of the R.M.A. in 1927. 


THE YEAR 1927 
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PiERILEAD HOUSE, Wapping, a quiet place for conferences and retreats, was dedicated on АП Saints’ Day, 


At the Віктирау Евзтгулг on December 3, a Lamp was lit for New Zealand, three for India, one 
for Ceylon, six for South Africa, and twenty-one for home Branches. Тһе Prince of Wales, with his own 
Lamp, brought from АП Hallows, standing before him, is seen lighting Grahamstown's Lamp; behind 

him stands the “ Сеп." in full Service kit. 


THE YEAR 1928 
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Mark I., INDIA, OPENED IN CALCUTTA. 


157192541 Lamp was lit for India ; in 1926 it was re-lit in Calcutta Cathedral (1927 saw а Тос Н Chapel of 
Remembrance furnished there in which it burns perpetually. In March 1928 the first Toc H house in 
India was opened at 1, Auckland Place, Calcutta, and in the same year the progress of the movement was 


clearly indicate1 bv the membership of the Viceroy himself. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


In June, Tubby landed in South America 
to visit Toc H which had been founded, 
first at Buenos Aires, in 1924. He is here 
seen with two Argentine peons, who helped 
him to excavate a ruined chapel. 


GERMANY. 


In August, Barkis, with some English and 
American Toc H members, met Harro 
Jensen (first German member of Toc H) 
and some of his friends in Germany, 
where membership has begun to increase 


THE YEAR 1929 
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г “in Hoc SiGNo ViNczs."" 


For ten years since the War Toc H has stood 
pledged to remember the Sacrifice of its Elder 
Brethren and, maintaining their spirit of ГеПом- 
ship, to carry forward their unfinished tasks in 


Service. “Death is becoming creative." The 
little group of pioneers in 1919 has grown into a 
ы, world-wide Family іп 1929—with 440 units at 
ы home and 220 overseas. What shall be the history 


of Toc H in the next ten years ? 
“ The Lord's hand is in this thing. Tt is the King's 
1 business and requires haste.” 
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